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new themes download.Albania, already a member of the Council of Europe, has become a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. Albania is the second former
communist country, after China, to join the alliance. In a ceremony in the capital Tirana, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen said it was a great day for all NATO
citizens. “This is a historic day that represents a commitment not only of our own allies, but also of all those who joined the Alliance after 1999, when Albania and the United States
negotiated the accession to Nato of the Republic of Kosova, the independent nation of Kosovo. This event shows that the full integration of this country, formerly known as the
Socialist Republic of Albania, in the North Atlantic Alliance could be achieved by forging a strong relationship with the European Union. Albanian citizens who aspire for improved
life standards, democratic governance and free market reforms, as well as the full integration into Euro-Atlantic security and defence, will be able to achieve it,” he said. Mr
Rasmussen pointed out that Albania had managed to decrease the vast poverty and unemployment rates that characterized its past. “Today, this is the second former communist
country –the other is China– to join NATO. It is a good example for other countries in transition that are still struggling with their transition from a state-controlled economy and
security sector to a free market economy and a democratic one. Albania has managed to reduce poverty and unemployment rates from 72 percent in 1989 to 12 percent in 2001. I
am convinced that Albania will prosper further within the Alliance. The countries of Europe should understand that the benefits of a secure, democratic and well-governed country
with high-quality education and healthcare systems and without the need to rely on a welfare state,” he added. He also paid tribute to the Albanian people, who had played a
prominent role in recent EU enlargements. “Albanians are known to have supported both enlargement and to have welcomed the accession to the EU of both Kosovo and
Macedonia. They also welcomed my three recent visits to Tirana to support the country’s accession to the EU.” “In 1999, these were considered states
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